[Use of electronic data processing in larger orthopedic clinics. Results of a survey].
In a survey of 93 orthopedic clinics or departments conducted in 1985, concerning the use of data processing systems, a total of 64 replies were received. These were not yet affected by the new Federal (German) Hospital Tariffs Regulations and therefore reflect the actual needs of the institutions in question. There is a clear trend toward using data processing for scientific purposes. Data processing systems were already in use in 42 institutions. There are hardly any differences between university clinics and non-university establishments. It is significant that among the key systems used in orthopedic medicine, ICD9 plays a completely subordinate role. This is seen as proof that ICD9 is inadequate for orthopedic purposes. Attention is drawn to a simple diagnostic key used by the Oskar-Helene-Heim. The author also comments on the problems of special documentation departments.